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📖 About the Poem

Written by Harindranath Chattopadhyaya.

Describes the journey of transformation from 
control (shaper) to surrender (shaped).

Emphasizes humility, wisdom, and spiritual 
realization.

Uses metaphors to show how a person evolves in 
life.

🎭 Theme of the Poem

Transformation – Change from being the shaper 
(creator) to the shaped (accepting one's fate).

Wisdom & Humility – Realizing that true wisdom 
comes from letting go of control.

Spiritual Growth – The journey from ego and 
pride to surrender and peace.

Metaphorical Journey – Different roles in the 
poem symbolize stages of human evolution.

Potter → Clay (Control vs. Acceptance)

Poet → Song (Expression vs. Being)

Sword-maker → Sword (Violence vs. Peace)

Dreamer → Dream (Illusion vs. Reality)

🔑 Key Lines & Meanings

"I have ceased to be the potter, And have 
learned to be the clay."
→ Letting go of control and accepting life’s 
shaping forces.

"I have ceased to be the poet, And have learned 
to be the song."
→ Not just creating art, but becoming an 
expression of wisdom.

"I have ceased to be sword-maker, And have 
learned to be the sword."
→ Shifting from destruction to peace and inner 
strength.

"I have ceased to be the dreamer, And have 
learned to be the dream."
→ Surrendering illusions and becoming one with 
reality.

✨ Literary Devices

Metaphor – "Potter and clay" → Symbolizes 
control vs. surrender.

Symbolism – "Sword" → Represents power, 
aggression, and later peace.

Personification – "Tireless striving stretches its 
arms" → Hard work given human-like actions.

Repetition – "I have ceased to be…" → 
Emphasizes transformation and surrender.

Contrast – "I was... but now I am..." → 
Highlights inner growth and realization.

📢 Message of the Poem

True wisdom comes from surrendering ego and 
pride.

Life shapes us when we allow it to guide us.

We should not control everything but rather 
adapt and evolve.

Spiritual realization happens when we embrace 
life's flow.

📚 Glossary (Difficult Words & 
Meanings)

Mould – Shape or form something.

Yielding – Soft, flexible, and easy to shape.

Ceased – Stopped or ended.

Innumerable – Too many to count.

Fashioner – A creator or maker.

Glittered/Gleamed – Shone or sparkled.

Brimming – Overflowing, full of something.

Bygone – Something from the past.

Hurl – To throw forcefully (or yell).

Insolence – Disrespect or arrogance.

Kneeling – Bowing down in respect and humility.

Supreme – God, Almighty, the highest power.

🏆 Final Thoughts

The poem teaches humility, acceptance, and 
spiritual wisdom.

It encourages letting go of ego and embracing 
transformation.

True growth happens when we surrender to life’s 
flow and accept change.


